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Overview

• APRA Connect implementation update

• Working group feedback

• Draft taxonomy artefacts

• Question time

• Wrap up 
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We will have everyone on mute to minimise unexpected interruptions

Housekeeping

Please submit any questions you have through the ‘Question’ function

We will address the questions as appropriate and as time permits 

We look forward to your input

The ‘raise hand’ functionality will not be used in this session 



September 21 
Go-live
• All entities to submit entity and ad hoc information, BEAR
• Superannuation Data Transformation 
• PHI HRF 605

Apr
21

Jun
21

Sep 
21

December 20 
APRA Connect re-start
Announcement of the new timeline 
& implementation approach

Draft reporting standards
Released the updated draft 
reporting standards

Dec 
20

June 21 onwards 
Testing and familiarisation
All entities to access the test environment, 
familiarise themselves with functionality and 
submitting entity data

Implementation Timeline

April /May  21 
Pilot
Pilot group access to 
external test

Response Package
Release response paper and final 
reporting standards

APRA Connect Taxonomy
Release of draft taxonomy artefacts

Mar  
21
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APRA Connect Artefacts
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APRA has engaged industry through our regular forums to gain feedback on the approach to publication of artefacts. Whilst 
our proposal to release a package of artefacts was welcomed by entities, they asked to view draft artefacts in advance of the
final release, to guide the commencement of data preparation work. 

The draft artefacts include the data dictionary, validations, reporting taxonomy and XSD (to validate files). 

Draft taxonomy artefacts are based on the current version of APRA Connect, which does not yet reflect the full final version 
of the reporting standards. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, entities can expect further changes before 
APRA Connect go live.

What we heard:

Timelines are very 
tight – need artefacts 

now

80% is good enough to 
begin build

Difficult to rely solely 
on reporting 

standards

Broadly comfortable 
with the structure and 

type of artefacts 
proposed

Need to be clear on 
what method is 

acceptable for each 
return
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Overview of draft taxonomy 
artefacts
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Key elements
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• Data dictionary (all industries), purpose: definitional dictionary – lists all unique data points. 
Format: Excel

• Validations (all industries), purpose: detailed information and syntax on each rule. Format: 
Excel

• Reporting taxonomy (collection specific), purpose: contains all model information, including: 
input annotation for data model, validation rules, and reference information i.e. guidance, 
definition, primary keys etc. Format: Excel

• XSD (collection specific), purpose: can be used to validate XML. Format: XSD
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Data dictionary for all industries
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Excel based
• Schema - describing schema name. 

• Elements - contains all the APRA Connect data elements and their properties

• Data types - contains the available data types that may be used for each of the defined 
elements. Each data type is either based on a specific base data type or is an enumeration.

• Enumerations - contains the enumerations that may be used by an element. Typical 
enumerations would be "Geography", "Frequency", "ExpenseType", etc.
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Data dictionary – sample of elements
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Elements can be collected with different contexts
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• Elements: the Component Activity dimension is defined with two different contexts
• Enumerations: all the possible dimension members are defined
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Validations rules for all industries – Excel based
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• Contains full details of all the validation rules for each industry (in APRA Connect). 
• The Rule Expressions and Rule Constraints are written in APRA Connect syntax 
• Entities can also use this syntax in their own systems
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Questions?
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Reporting Taxonomy – Excel based

14

• Schema – contains the collection name, schema properties and the embedded ‘hole restrictions’ spreadsheet 
which displays each table and the allowed values that are relevant in the selected collection.

• Elements – contains only the elements and their properties within the selected collection. 

• Form Set – contains detailed information for the return name and label (used throughout APRA Connect to identify 
the return).

• Folders – contains (where relevant) detailed information for a return that can include multiple instances of the 
same form (for example, State based collections).

• Forms – describes the properties of each form within this collection.

• Rules – contains non-business rules relating to the structure of the table relevant to XML uploads. A full list of 
rules is available in the Validations spreadsheet.

• EntityDetails – displays the name of the entity, ABN and reporting period. 

• SRF_# – displays the layout of the specific tables/forms in the selected collection. This worksheet can be used as a 
template for entities uploading data via Excel. APRA Connect will use the worksheet name and first row of data 
defined in this worksheet.
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Schema – hole restrictions
• The embedded hole restrictions file will either list the allowed values for each dimension or 

‘AllMembers’ when all values are accepted
• The same information will also be shown in the ‘Comment’ for the dimension on the template 

for the table
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Elements – properties relevant for a collection
• Properties include which fields are mandatory and/or primary keys
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Excel Template – Excel based
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• Contains a layout of the table(s) including Entity Details
• Can be used by entities as a template for their Excel upload files
• Worksheet names and first row of data as per Excel template
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Questions?

18
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XSD  - XML schema
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• Used by entities uploading 
XML files

• Validates the XML file for the 
correct structure (including 
enumerations)

• Enumerations are case 
sensitive

• The specific Version Number 
and GUID will be described in 
the XSD
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Sample XML file created from XSD
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• A valid XML file must include the Version number and GUID
• Entities will enter reported or enumeration values between <value> </value>
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• The differences between the draft artefacts and the final reporting standards are minor in nature 
and will be reflected in the next version of the artefacts. 

• For the avoidance of doubt, entities should note that final reporting standards available at 
Consultation on APRA's Superannuation Data Transformation should be referenced for final 
versions of definitions and reporting instructions. 

Material change to expenses collection: the reporting standard contains a new element in Table 1 
that is not in the current artefacts, called Service Provider Identifier. The Service Provider Identifier 
also replaces the Service Provider Australian Business Number in Table 2 and 3 of this form. 

Cosmetic changes to all collections: there will be minor wording differences between the reporting 
standards (including SRS 101.0 definitions) and the description and/or guidance in the elements and 
enumerations tabs for the data dictionary and the elements tab of all reporting taxonomies.

Alignment with Reporting Standards

https://www.apra.gov.au/consultation-on-apras-superannuation-data-transformation
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Explanatory notes are provided on APRA website to assist entities in using the artefacts. 

They cover:

• Data dictionary

• Validation file

• Reporting taxonomy

• XSD files

Explanatory notes
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Questions?
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More information and feedback

Reporting Standards

Visit the SDT page on the APRA
website for Response paper 

and Reporting Standards

Draft Artefacts

available on the APRA website:  
APRA Connect Taxonomy Artefacts

To subscribe for APRA Connect updates 
visit the Getting ready for APRA 

Connect page on the APRA website.

Contact us

APRAConnect@apra.gov.au

SuperDataTransformation
@apra.gov.au

https://www.apra.gov.au/consultation-on-apras-superannuation-data-transformation
https://www.apra.gov.au/apra-connect-taxonomy-artefacts
https://www.apra.gov.au/getting-ready-for-apra-connect
mailto:SuperDataTransformation@apra.gov.au
mailto:SuperDataTransformation@apra.gov.au
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Thank you

25
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